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BLE Kindergarten Grading Policy 

and Report Card Information
Academic Areas

A child’s progress in Reading, Writing, Math, Social Studies and Science will be assessed through teacher observation and records kept at regular intervals. These records will include anecdotal records, diagnostic evaluations, checklists of skills and concepts as well as student work samples.

Student performance of on grade‐level work is denoted with an A, B, C or N. Achievement codes are not based on a student’s work at his/her own instructional level, but instead reflect the student’s performance as outlined by Florida’s B.E.S.T. Standards. The Florida B.E.S.T. Standards identify the essential skills and knowledge a student needs to succeed academically at each grade level. The standards may be accessed by clicking the following links: 
ELA B.E.S.T. Standards
Math B.E.S.T. Standards
Satisfactory achievement of the Florida B.E.S.T. Standards is an indicator of student progress and is represented with grade‐level codes.
Grade Level/Achievement Codes

	A
	90% proficiency

	B
	80% proficiency

	C
	70% proficiency

	N
	69% and below

Not Meeting Grade Level Expectations/Standards
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Behavior and Work/Study Skills 


Teachers, administrators, parents, and business leaders agree that we need to help students prepare for the workplace of tomorrow, beyond academic knowledge, by identifying the necessary skills and competencies. The new report card emphasizes these workplace competencies displayed in the areas of “Behavior” and “Work/Study Skills”.  
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The four behaviors and five work/study skills on the report card will be monitored daily through teacher observation. Inappropriate behavior and/or work and study skills will be communicated to the parent through a daily folder or by other means. Students will receive a grade of “E”, “S” or “N” in the overall areas of “Behavior” and “Work/Study Skills”.  A check mark for each behavior or skill indicates consistent demonstration of that individual behavior or skill. This will indicate that the student is satisfactorily demonstrating and applying the behavior. The codes for reporting the student’s demonstration in the overall areas of “Behavior” and “Work/Study Skills” are: 

	E
	Student is very consistent in demonstrating ALL characteristics under Behavior and Work/Study Skills.

	S
	Student demonstrates characteristics listed under Behavior and Work/Study Skills most of the time.

	N
	Student is inconsistent in demonstrating characteristics listed under Behavior and Work/Study Skills.

	√
	Student consistently demonstrates this individual behavior/skill.
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Descriptors for Behavior and Work/Study Skills 
A student receives a √ when the behavior, quality, or skill is being consistently demonstrated. The following examples illustrate the types of behaviors one might expect to see for a √to be marked on the Report Card. Note: There may be some “overlap” in the Behaviors and Work/Study Skills, i.e., the same student activities may be used to observe the student’s behavior for more than one of the following.
Behavior
Follows rules – Student adheres to rules for all areas of the school that may include classroom, playground, lunchroom, special area and riding the bus.
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Demonstrates self-control – Student is able to keep behaviors such as talking during inappropriate times, aggression towards others, voice level, language and impulsive behaviors within acceptable classroom limits.

Respects adults and peers– The student demonstrates behaviors that may include the following: obeys authority figures with a positive attitude, listens respectfully and interacts with peers in a positive manner.

Handles conflicts and problems appropriately– Student resolves problems in a positive way without the use of violence, outbursts, or negative language.

Work/Study Skills 
Works cooperatively – For this skill, student behavior in two areas may be observed: classroom behavior and cooperative learning activities. 

· Classroom Behavior- gets along well with others, helps others, waits for one’s turn

· Cooperative Learning Activity- completes his/her portion of a task in a timely manner
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Works independently – Once the student understands the directions, he/she completes assignments without undue assistance from peers, aides, teachers, or other adults.  Student can move smoothly from one activity to the next without undue adult reinforcement. 

Exhibits on-task behavior – Student needs little or few reminders to stay focused on his/her work and can work independently when asked to do so. 

Completes assignments – Student independently completes work of acceptable quality within the time frame designated by the teacher.
Follows directions - This area covers two different types of directions – those related to behavior and those related to completing assignments. 

· Behavior- When asked to perform a task (lining up, putting materials away, etc.) or to make a change in behavior (use a quiet voice, keep hands to oneself, etc.) the student responds promptly and with a positive attitude.  Positive behavior changes are then maintained without undue reminders.

· Completing assignments- Daily work, homework and special projects meet the guidelines outlined by the teacher.


For the first nine weeks, a kindergartner will only receive grades for “Behavior” and “Work/Study Skills” on the report card. Academic grades will not appear for kindergarten students the first grading period. In lieu of academic grades the first nine-week period, parents of kindergarten students will be notified about their child’s academic progress via a conference with the teacher.
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